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Objetivos del curso 

La intención de la cursada es familiarizar a los estudiantes con la literatura más reciente sobre 

instituciones políticas, tanto en su faceta teórica como en la evidencia empírica contemporánea. 

Partiendo del axioma que las instituciones importan y afectan la acción individual y colectiva, se 

observarán sus efectos sobre las conductas políticas, electorales y legislativas. Se repasarán 

herramientas institucionales centrales como los sistemas de gobierno, reglas electorales, cuotas de 

género y asientos reservados, relaciones ejecutivo-legislativo y federalismo, entre otros. Se espera 

que los estudiantes sean capaces de analizar la realidad contemporánea con las herramientas 

aprendidas al finalizar la cursada. Cabe destacar que el enfoque de la materia es estrictamente 

comparado. 

Requerimientos 

La concurrencia a clase es obligatoria y se aconseja una lectura profunda que simplifique la 

participación en las discusiones. Es condición necesaria (no negociable) cumplir con todas las 

instancias de evaluación para aprobar la cursada. La calificación final se compondrá de las siguientes 

instancias: 

Participación: 20%  

Análisis y presentación de índices de democracia: 15% 

Cada estudiante recibirá un caso y deberá analizar la performance del régimen político, acompañada 

de una presentación y un reporte de 3000 palabras. 

 
Ejercicio Votos/Bancas: 15% 

Se proveerá un escenario real de distribución de votos por partido, el cual deberá ser computado 

según diferentes reglas electorales 

 

Paper Final: 50% 
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El producto final del curso será un paper académico en un estado razonablemente avanzado. Para el 

final de la clase de la semana 6, los estudiantes deberán haber entregado un avance que especifique 

pregunta, relevancia teórica, hipótesis y datos a utilizar. El paper deberá ser entregado 

electrónicamente a juan.micozzi@itam.mx no más tarde que el jueves 6 de abril a las 19:30 hs. 

 
Cronograma: 
 
Semana 1 (1/19): ¿Qué son las instituciones y para qué sirven? 

Przeworski, Adam. 2004. "Institutions Matter? 1." Government and Opposition 39(4): 527-540. 
 
March, James, and Johann Olsen. 2006. “Elaborating the New Institutionalism.” In R. Rhodes, Sarah 

Binder and Bert Rockman, The Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions, Oxford University 

Press, pp. 3-22. 

Rhodes, R. 2006. “Old Institutionalism.” In R. Rhodes, Sarah Binder and Bert Rockman, The Oxford 

Handbook of Political Institutions, Oxford University Press, pp. 90-108. 

Shepsle, Kenneth. 2006. “Rational Choice Institutionalism.” In R. Rhodes, Sarah Binder and Bert 

Rockman, The Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions, Oxford University Press, pp. 23-38. 

Sanders, Elizabeth. 2006. “Historical Institutionalism.” In R. Rhodes, Sarah Binder and Bert Rockman, 

The Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions, Oxford University Press, pp. 39-55. 

Recomendado: 

Carroll, Royce and Matthew Shugart. 2007. “Neo-Madisonian Theory and Latin American 

Institutions”. In Gerardo Munck (ed.), Regimes and Democracy in Latin America: Theories and 

Methods”, Oxford University Press: 51-101. 

 

Semana 2 (1/26): Democracia y Enfoques Empíricos 

Dahl, Robert. 2003. “Polyarchal Democracy.” In Robert Dahl, Ian Shapiro and Jose Cheibub, The 
Democracy Sourcebook. MIT Press: 48-54.  

 
Munck, Gerardo L., and Jay Verkuilen. 2002. ‘‘Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: Evaluating 

Alternative Indices.’’ Comparative Political Studies 35(1): 5–34. 
 
Coppedge, Michael, John Gerring, David Altman, Michael Bernhard, Steven Fish, Allen Hicken, 

Matthew Kroenig et al. 2011. "Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: A new Approach." 
Perspectives on Politics 9(2): 247-267. 

 
Przeworski, Adam, Michael E. Alvarez, Jose Antonio Cheibub, and Fernando Limongi. 1996. ‘‘What 

Makes Democracies Endure?’’ Journal of Democracy 7(1): 39–55. 
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Polity IV Dataset/Codebook: http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm 
 
Freedom House:  
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fiw09/CompHistData/FIW_AllScores_Countries.xls 
 
Vanhanen: http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Governance/Vanhanens-index-of-

democracy/Polyarchy-Dataset-Downloads/ 
 
Przeworski et al: https://netfiles.uiuc.edu/cheibub/www/datasets.html  
 
V-Dem: https://www.v-dem.net/en/data/data-version-6-2/ 
 
 
Semana 3 y 4 (2-9/2): Presentaciones + Sistemas electorales 
 
Presentación del análisis de indicadores de democracia  
 
Gallagher, Michael and Paul Mitchell. 2005. The Politics of Electoral Systems. Oxford University Press. 

Capítulos seleccionados. 

Shugart, Matthew and Martin Wattenberg (eds.) 2001. Mixed-Member Electoral Systems: The Best of 

Both Worlds? New York: Oxford University Press. Introducción. 

 

Semana 5 (16/2): Reglas electorales y Coordinación estratégica 

Duverger, Maurice. “Influencia de los sistemas electorales en la vida política.” En Diez textos básicos 

de Ciencia Política, Ariel, 37-76. 

 
Cox, Gary W. 1996. Making Votes Count. Cambridge University Press. 

Recomendado: 

Grofman, Bernard. 2004. “Downs and Two-Party Covergence”. Annual Review of Political Science 

7:25–46 

Chhibber, Pradeep, and Ken Kollman. 1998. "Party aggregation and the number of parties in India 

and the United States." American Political Science Review 92(2): 329-342. 

 

Semana 6 (23/2): Efectos de reglas electorales 

Cain, Bruce, John Ferejohn and Morris P. Fiorina. 1979. The Personal Vote: Constituency Service and 

Electoral Independence. Harvard University Press: 1-21. 
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Ames, Barry. 1995. “Electoral Strategy under Open-List Proportional Representation.” American 

Journal of Political Science 39(2): 406-433.  

Magar, Eric, Marc Rosenblum and David Samuels. 1998. “On the Absence of Centripetal Incentives in 

Double-Member Districts: The Case of Chile.” Comparative Political Studies 31(6): 714-739.  

Crisp, Brian F., and Scott W. Desposato. 2004. "Constituency building in multimember districts: 

collusion or conflict?" Journal of Politics 66(1): 136-156. 

Hicken, Allen, and Nico Ravanilla. 2015. “Electoral Pressures and the Incentive to “Bring Home the 

Pork: The Case of Philippine Senators.” Unpublished manuscript. 

Recomendado: 

Chang, Eric C. C. 2005. “Electoral Incentives for Political Corruption under Open-List Proportional 

Representation.” Journal of Politics 67(3): 716-30. 

Golden, Miriam and Lucio Picci. 2008. “Pork Barrel Politics in Postwar Italy, 1953‐1992.” American 
Journal of Political Science 52(2): 268-289. 

 
Cingranelli, David, and Mikhail Filippov. 2010. "Electoral Rules and Incentives to protect Human 

Rights." Journal of Politics 72(1): 243-257. 
 
Entrega de ejercicio votos-bancas 
 
Semana 7 (2/3): Reglas electorales y representación de minorías: Cuotas y asientos 

reservados 

Htun, Mala. 2004. “Is Gender Like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups.” 

Perspectives on Politics 2(2): 439–58 

Jones, Mark P. 2009. “Gender Quotas, Electoral Laws, and the Election of Women: Evidence from the 
Latin American Vanguard.” Comparative Political Studies 42(1): 56-81. 

 
Bhavnani, Rikhil. 2009. "Do Electoral Quotas work after they are withdrawn? Evidence from a 

Natural Experiment in India." American Political Science Review 103(1): 23-35. 
 
Htun, Mala, Marina Lacalle and Juan Pablo Micozzi. 2013. “Does Women’s Presence change Legislative 

Behavior? Evidence from Argentina, 1983-2007.” 2013. Journal of Politics in Latin America 5(1). 
 
Crisp, Brian, Betul Demirkaya, Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer and Courtney Millian. 2016. “The Role of 

Rules in Representation: Group Membership and Electoral Incentives.” British Journal of 
Political Science. First view 

 
Recomendado: 
 
Escobar-Lemmon, María, and Michelle Taylor-Robinson. 2014. Representation: The Case of Women. 

Oxford University Press. 
 



Htun, Mala. 2016. Inclusion Without Representation: Gender Quotas and Ethnic Reservations in Latin 
America. New York: Cambridge University Press. Capítulos seleccionados 

 
Barnes, Tiffany. 2016. Gendering Legislative Behavior. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
 
Semana 8 (9/3): Sistemas de gobierno 

Mainwaring, Scott y Matthew S. Shugart. 1994. “Juan J. Linz: Presidencialismo y Democracia. Una 
Revisión Crítica.” Desarrollo Económico 135(1): 1-33. 

Chasquetti, Daniel. 2001. “Democracia, multipartidismo y coaliciones en América Latina: evaluando 
la difícil combinación.” En Jorge Lanzaro (comp.), Tipos de Presidencialismo y Coaliciones 
Politica en America Latina, CLACSO 

Laver, Michael and Norman Schofield. 1990. Multiparty Government: The Politics of Coalition in 
Europe. Michigan University Press, Ch. 1 and 8. 

Roper, Steven D. 2002. “Are all Semipresidential Regimes the same? A Comparison of Premier-

Presidential Regimes.” Comparative Politics 34(3): 253-72.  

 

Recomendado: 

Huber, John D. 1996 "The vote of confidence in parliamentary democracies." American Political 
Science Review 90(2): 269-282. 

Huber, John D., and Cecilia Martinez-Gallardo. 2008. "Replacing Cabinet Ministers: Patterns of 
Ministerial Stability in Parliamentary Democracies." American Political Science Review 102(2): 
169-180. 

Martin, Lanny W., and Randolph T. Stevenson. 2001. "Government Formation in Parliamentary 
Democracies." American Journal of Political Science 45(1): 33-50. 

 

Semana 9 (16/3): Sistemas de gobierno: Relaciones Ejecutivo-Legislativo, coaliciones y 
válvulas de escape 
 
Cox, Gary W., and Scott Morgenstern. 2001. "Latin America's reactive assemblies and proactive 

presidents." Comparative Politics 33(2): 171-189. 

Martinez-Gallardo, Cecilia. 2014. "Designing cabinets: Presidential politics and ministerial 
instability." Journal of Politics in Latin America 6(2): 3-38.  

Raile, Eric D., Carlos Pereira, and Timothy J. Power. 2011. "The executive toolbox: Building legislative 
support in a multiparty presidential regime." Political Research Quarterly 64(2): 323– 334. 

Pérez-Liñán, Aníbal. 2007. Presidential Impeachment and the New Political Instability in Latin 
America. Cambridge University Press. Capítulos seleccionados 

 



Recomendado: 

Cheibub, José Antonio. 2002. "Minority Governments, Deadlock Situations, and the Survival of 

Presidential Democracies." Comparative Political Studies 35(3): 284-312 

Inácio, Magna, and Mariana Llanos. 2016. “The Institutional Presidency in Latin America: A 

Comparative Analysis.” Presidential Studies Quarterly. doi:10.1111/psq.12297 

 
Semana 10 (23/3): Federalismo y política subnacional  

Snyder, Richard. 2001. “Scaling Down: the Subnational Comparative Method.” Studies in Comparative 

International Development 36(1): 93–110. 

Gibson, Edward (ed). 2004. Federalism and Democracy in Latin America. Introduction. Johns Hopkins 

University Press, pp. 1-28. 

Gervasoni, Carlos. 2010. “A Rentier Theory of Subnational Regimes: Fiscal Federalism, Democracy, 

and Authoritarianism in the Argentine Provinces.” World Politics 62(2): 302–40. 

Giraudy, Agustina. 2013. “Varieties of Subnational Undemocratic Regimes: Evidence from Argentina 

and Mexico.” Studies in Comparative International Development 48(1): 51-80. 

Snyder, Richard, and David Samuels. 2001. "Devaluing the vote in Latin America." Journal of 

Democracy 12(1): 146-159. 

Recomendado: 

Escobar-Lemmon, Maria. 2001. "Fiscal decentralization and federalism in Latin America." Publius: 

The Journal of Federalism 31(4): 23-41. 

Diaz-Cayeros, Alberto. Federalism, fiscal authority, and centralization in Latin America. Cambridge 

University Press, 2006. 

Falleti, Tulia G. 2005. "A sequential theory of decentralization: Latin American cases in comparative 

perspective." American Political Science Review 99(3): 327-346. 

 
Semana 11 (30/3): Presentación de proyectos 
 


